
SPECIAL EXCEPTION CRITERIA 

Section 38-78, Orange County Code stipulates specific criteria to be met for all Special Exception 
requests.  
No application for a Special Exception can be approved unless the BZA finds that the following 
criteria are met: 
 

1. The use shall be consistent with the Comprehensive Policy Plan. 
2. The use shall be similar and compatible with the surrounding area and shall be consistent with 

the pattern of surrounding development. 
3. The use shall not act as a detrimental intrusion into a surrounding area. 
4. The use shall meet the performance standards of the district in which the use is permitted. 
5. The use shall be similar in noise, vibration, dust, odor, glare, heat producing and other 

characteristics that are associated with the majority of uses currently permitted in the zoning 
district. 

6. Landscape buffer yards shall be in accordance with section 24-5 of the Orange County Code. 
Buffer yard types shall track the district in which the use is permitted. 

 


